
	
	
	
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE:	
	

Boston	Printmakers	North	American	Print	Biennial	heats	up	at	the	Jewett	Art	Gallery	
	
Boston	MA,	July	26	-	The	North	American	Print	Biennial	will	be	held	August	26-Sept	29,	at	the	Jewett	Art	Gallery	at	
Wellesley	College,	with	a	formal	reception	on	September	8	from	2-5	PM,	with	Curator	Shelley	Langdale	in	attendance.	In	a	
veritable	explosion	of	strong	and	evocative	prints,	this	newest	edition	of	the	North	American	Print	Biennial	measures	the	
climate	of	artists’	concerns	-	and	the	temperature	is	heating	up.	Organized	by	The	Boston	Printmakers,	an	international	
printmaking	organization	based	in	Boston,	this	exhibition	is	one	of	the	most	noted	major	print	reviews	held	in	America,	and	
includes	U.S.,	Canadian,	and	Cuban	artists.		
	
The	Boston	Printmakers	invited	respected	curator	Shelley	Langdale	to	select	the	works.	Langdale	is	the	recently	appointed	
Curator	and	Head	of	the	Department	of	Modern	Prints	and	Drawings	at	the	National	Gallery,	and	formerly	Associate	
Curator	of	Prints	at	the	Philadelphia	Museum	of	Art.		
	
Langdale	reviewed	1700	prints	and	organized	the	exhibition	of	105	artists.	Langdale	characterizes	the	works	as	having	“an	
increased	focus	on	divisive	social,	political,	and	cultural	issues–racism,	immigration,	climate	change,	and	sexism–heightened	
by	escalated	tensions	in	the	current	political	climate….	It	is	heartening	to	see,	as	represented	here,	a	growing	diversity	of	
cultural	references,	ethnicity	and	gender	represented	in	contemporary	work	that	is	more	reflective	of	the	U.S.	population.”	
Printmakers	continue	to	play	a	vital	role	as	voices	of	cultural	change,	following	in	a	long	history	of	dissemination	of	
information	and	ideas	through	printed	forms.			
	
On	Sunday,	September	8,	Shelley	Langdale	will	give	a	Curator’s	Lecture	at	1	PM,	which	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	She	
will	also	give	an	intimate	gallery	talk	on	Monday	September	9	at	1	PM.	
	
Hosting	this	year’s	Biennial	is	the	Jewett	Art	Gallery,	the	premier	exhibition	venue	for	the	Art	Department	at	Wellesley	
College,	directed	by	Samara	Pearlstein.	The	Gallery	is	an	important	teaching	resource,	an	architectural	showcase	space,	and	
a	versatile	venue	for	dynamic	and	inventive	contemporary	art	programming.		
	
The	Boston	Printmakers	North	American	Print	Biennial	connects	artists	and	museums–by	awarding	purchase	prizes	and	
materials	awards	exceeding	$10.000.	Founders’	Prizes	provide	print	purchases	for	the	collections	at	the	Museum	of	Fine	
Arts,	Boston	and	the	Art	Complex	Museum.	The	Boston	Printmakers’	Purchase	Prize	print	enters	the	Boston	Public	Library’s	
collection.		
	
New	this	year,	the	“Advocacy	Award”	selected	by	Shelley	Langdale	recognizes	a	work	that	is	based	in	social	awareness.	This	
inaugural	prize	was	awarded	to	Justyne	Fischer,	whose	work	“The	Birth	of	a	Nation”,	comprised	of	large	relief	prints	on	
fabric	depicts	the	injustice	of	founding	a	nation	on	the	labor	of	black	bodies.	Meticulously	carving	and	printing	by	hand,	
Fischer’s	woodcuts	depart	from	the	usual	associations	we	make	with	traditional	printmaking	processes.	Without	the	aid	of	a	
press	she	burnishes	her	compositions	onto	sheer	fabric	by	hand.	A	printmaker	and	art	educator	in	the	Washington	D.C.	area	
since	1996,	Fischer	has	served	as	a	visiting	artist	at	Drexel	University,	Michaelis	School	of	Fine	Art	University	of	Cape	Town,	
South	Africa	and	the	Fine	Art	Department	of	the	University	of	Maryland.		
	
The	Boston	Printmakers	will	also	sponsor	the	Boston	Printmakers	Student	Print	Competition,	held	in	November	at	
Mazmanian	Gallery	at	Framingham	State	College,	and	an	exhibition	of	associated	printmaking	faculty	at	the	Danforth	
Museum	in	October.	
	
Please	call	the	Jewett	Art	Gallery	or	check	these	web	sites	for	specific	questions:	www.wellesley.edu/art		
and	visit:	www.facebook.com/jewettgallery	
	
For	further	information,	please	refer	to	the	Boston	Printmakers	website:	
https://www.bostonprintmakers.org/biennials/biennial-2019/press/	



	
	

PUBLIC	EVENTS	FOR	LISTING	
	
Public	Reception:	Sunday,	September	8,	2pm-5pm	(free	to	the	public)	
Jewett	Art	Center,	Wellesley	College	106	Central	Street,	Wellesley,	MA	02481	
	
Juror’s	Lectures:		Shelley	Langdale,	Curator,	National	Gallery	of	Art,	Washington	D.C.	
Sunday,	September	8,	1	PM,	Jewett	Auditorium		
Monday,	September	9,	1	PM,	Jewett	Art	Gallery	
	
Gallery	talk:		Deborah	Cornell,	Boston	Printmakers	Executive	Board		
Sunday,	September	21,	1	PM	Jewett	Art	Gallery	
	
All	programs	are	free	and	open	to	the	public					•						All	works	in	the	exhibition	are	for	sale	
	

Gallery	Hours:		Mon	-	Fri	11	am	–	5	pm,	Sat	&	Sun	12-5	

	

CONTACT:		 Deborah	Cornell,	executive	board	(press)	•	617-331-6535		deborah@bostonprintmakers.org	

	 	 Renee	Covalucci,	president		•		617-908-1486		renee@bostonprintmakers.org	

	 	 For	more	information		https://www.bostonprintmakers.org/biennials/biennial-2019/press/	
	
	
Enclosed:	Award	winning	works	and	postcard	image	
		
Images	for	publication	available	upon	request:	renee@bostonprintmakers.org	
	

	
THE	BOSTON	PRINTMAKERS:	Mission	
The	purposes	of	the	Organization	are	to:	
• Promote	public	knowledge,	understanding,	and	support	for	printmaking	
• Encourage	and	support	artists	working	in	printmaking	
• Promote	excellence	in	printmaking	
• Support	innovation	within	the	field	of	printmaking	

	
The	Boston	Printmakers	was	founded	by	a	small	group	of	senior	students	and	faculty	at	the	Boston	Museum	School	and	the	
Massachusetts	College	of	Art.	They	held	their	first	meeting	at	the	Wiggin	Gallery	at	the	Boston	Public	Library	in	the	autumn	
of	1947.	Their	host	at	this	first	meeting	was	the	late	Arthur	Heintzelman,	a	distinguished	etcher	and	the	Library’s	Keeper	of	
Prints…read	more	at:	https://www.bostonprintmakers.org/about-us/history/	
	
	
	
The	Boston	Printmakers	at	Lesley	University	•	29	Everett	St	•	Cambridge	MA	•	02138	•	Deborah@bostonprintmakers.org



		
Justyne	Fischer,	Washington	D.C.		
Birth	of	a	Nation,	collection	of	the	Boston	Athenaeum		
	

			
Art	Werger,	Athens,	OH	
The	Act	of	Forgetting,	collection	of	the	Boston	Public	
Library	
	
	

	
James	Boychuk-Hunter,	Calgary,	Alberta		
Red	Sails,	collection	of	the	Boston	Public	Library	

	

		
Marc	Cote,	Framingham,	MA		
No	Human	Being	Is	Illegal,	collection	of	the	Art	Complex	
Museum,	Duxbury	MA	
	

	
	
PR	Image:	Rozanne	Hermelyn	Di	Silvestro,	Sunnyvale,	CA	
Facts	are	Stubborn	Things,	Monotype	screenprint




